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Diego Munoz, learnt that the inhabitants of Cordova
reckoned on the inaction of the Spaniards, and were
keeping careless watch. He therefore set forth with
the bravest men of his garrison, and on a winter's
night scaled the walls of the little fortified suburb of
Al Scharkya, which was cut off from the rest of the
city by the Guadalquivir, and actually made himself
master of it, thence gaining the honourable surname
of De Cordova, which became the most illustrious in
Spain two centuries later. He sent tidings to Alvaro
Perez de Castro, general, or addantado, of the army of
the frontiers, who hurried to his aid with provisions
and reinforcements. Another messenger set out and
overtook the king at Benavente. Fernando sent to
muster all his troops, and riding off himself with only
thirty knights, arrived at the newly-gained suburb and
set up his camp.

The inhabitants of Cordova had sent intelligence to
the wall, Aben Hoiid, and he arrived with an army
about the same time as Fernando. He could hardly
believe that the Christians were actually laying siege
to the Moorish capital with such a mere handful of
men; and he sent a Castilian deserter, Lorenzo
Suarez, who had been banished on account of his
crimes, to act as spy, and ascertain the true numbers
of Fernando's force ; but he proved himself a double
traitor, for he went to Fernando, and purchased his
pardon by undertaking to advise the Moors to defer
the attack, thus giving the Spaniards time to collect
their forces from all parts. Meantime, an entreaty
came from Valencia for aid against Jay me of Aragon ;
and Aben Houd, thinking that the attack in that
quarter was the most dangerous to his own dominions,,